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“In this passionately arg{led, visionary book, astrophysicist Avi Loeb urges us

to abandon the arrogant fantasy that we are the only sentient life-form in the .

universe. The clues, as Loeb carefully reviews them, are fascinating, and still
more are his arguments for what they mlght reveal to us about our-own bril-
liant, blinkered, and quite possibly doomed civilization.”

—STEPHEN GREENBLATT

Pulitzer Prize—winning author of The Swerve: How the World Became Modern

“A serious scientist makes a serious argument for the hypothesis that our solar:

system was visifed by an object from an extraterrestrial civilization. Is the hy-
pothe51s right? Who knows. But let’s try to find out!™

— ERIC MASKIN Nobel laureate in Economlcs

“It’s good to be skeptical of audacious ideas. But it’s also important to be open
to audacious possibilitieé, and to think through their ramifications. Avi Loeb’s

sumptuously written book will provo'ke you to think about the p0551b111ty of

intelligent life elsewhere in the universe in new and stimulating ways.”

— SEAN CARROLL, New York Times best-selling.author of Somethmg
Deeply Hl:dden: Quantum Worlds and the Emergence of Spacetime

“An’ exc1t1ng and eloquent case that we ml-ght haVe seén a sign of 1ntelhgent :

life near Earth and that we shouild search further. As a world- renowned sci-

. entist and an mnovatlve thinker, Avi Loeb opens your mind to some of the

most 1m_portant questlons facmg us as humans and convinces you that scien-
tlﬁC Cur1051ty is key to our future success.”

— ANNE WOJCICKI CEO and cofounder zgandMe
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, “A tantahzmg, probmg 1nqu1ry
" 1nto the possibilities of alien life”
B —Klrkus Reviews
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“In this well-written and accessible book, a lead-

ing astronomer gives a provocative and thrilling
account of the search for extraterrestrial intel-
ligence, with emphasis on his own imaginative
ideas. Above all, Professor Loeb asks us to think
big and to expect the unexpected.”
—ALAN LIGHTMAN,
New York Times best-selling author of Einstein’s

Dreams and Searching for Stars on an Island in Maine

Harvard's top astronomer lays out his
controversial theory that our solar sys-
tem was recently visited by advanced
alien technology from a distant star.

IN LATE 2017, scientists at a Hawaiian obser-
vatory glimpsed an object soaring through our
inner solar system, moving so quickly that it
could only have come from another star. Astro-
physicist Avi Loeb showed it was not an aster-
oid; it was moving too fast along a strange or-
bit and left no trail of gas or debris in its wake.
There was just one conceivable explanation:
the object was a piece of advanced technology
created by a distant alien civilization.

In Extraterrestrial, Loeb takes readers inside
the thrilling story of the first interstellar visitor
to be spotted in our solar system. He outlines
his unorthodox hypothesis about the object,
which has come to be known as ‘Oumuamua,
and describes its profound implications: for
science, for religion, and for the future of our
species and our planet. A mind-bending jour-
ney through the furthest reaches of science,
space-time, and the human imagination, Ex-
traterrestrial challenges readers to aim for the
stars—and to think critically about what’s out
there, no matter how strange it seems.




