Birthday Walk for Abigail Peri Goodman Schwartz
Abby was born on December 9, 1997, at Beth Israel Hospital in Boston.

Even before Abby was born, she used to like to sleep all day and play all night, which made things a bit tough for her Mommy. She still insists on keeping her own sleep schedule.

The day after Abby was born, her pediatrician, Doc Rick took one look at her and said with a grin “Wow! She is really alert! Look at how she is checking everything out! You guys are really in trouble!”

Abby is very lucky to be surrounded by lots of people who love her very much. In addition to her parents, Alyssa and Edward, Abby has three sets of grandparents! There’s Grammy and Papa Lee, Grandma Edith and Papa John, and Grandma Debbie and Papa Warren. She has already had “practice” birthday parties with each set. Abby has a cat brother, Sebastian, and a cat sister, Molly. In fact, Abby’s first word was “cat,” which came out sounding sort of like “ga.” She has a bunch of cousins, including Jonathan, Hannah, Jeremy, Lionel, Mason, and Becca-becca-becca. Abby has an extra special place in her heart for Auntie Ruth, who has helped take care of Abby since she was born.

Abby has a large number of stuffed animal friends, whom she often names after the people who give them to her. He most special friend is Morley, who is the bunny from “Goodnight Moon.” She also likes the bear she designed at the Teddy Bear Factory, while on a trip to Smugglers Notch. His name is “Smuggs.”

Abby loves to eat! Her favorite time of day is “Snack time,” which for Abby can be pretty much any time of day! Her first real food was a bagel Grammy bought for her in Aesops Bagels in Lexington. She still loves her bagels, with a particular fondness for blueberry ones and egg ones. You should ask her to show you how to apply cream cheese the “spackle way.” Abby is pretty adventurous when it comes to food, which is one reason she loves the “Yoko” book that she shared with the class.

When Abby first entered the Cambridge Montessori School, as part of the toddler program, she was the youngest kid in the school. She has been coming here almost half of her life and it is an important part of who she is. We all want to thank Debbie, Julie, Nana Lucile (and sometimes Renee) for making the Green room such a wonderful experience. While Abby misses her Green Room teachers, she still loves coming to school, because Holly, Leah, and Shayna make the Purple Room a great place to be a “little big kid.” For all of you kindergartners who may be tired of Abby hanging around all the time, she tells us all the time how nice you all are to her and how much you help her with the “tricky” work.

When Abby is not in school, she loves to travel! She has been to 14 different states already. 

One of her favorite places to go is Grandma Edith and Papa John’s house in Florida, because she doesn’t have to wear a coat there and she can swim in their pool every day. Abby loves swimming and has even taken lessons with Alex Hammond. She now attends swim class at the Hayden Recreation Center.

Abby thinks a lot about what the future will be like. She wants to know when she will be a kindergartner herself (No, not this year, Abby!). She wants to know what it is like to be a teenager, like her cousin Becca. She asks whether there is number work and sandpaper letters at the school where Mommy and Daddy teach. Abby says that she wants to be an astronaut. She wants to fly on the space shuttle, and see comets, and galaxies, and aliens………. And then come home for dinner.

