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wwtambassadors.org

Microsoft” Research

WorldWide Telescope Ambassadors Program

About My Account | Find Tours Resources Log Out _

John Huchra's Universe
About the WWT Telescope Ambassadors Program

WorldWide Telescope (WWT) is a rich visualization environment that functions as a
virtual telescope, allowing anyone to make use of professional astronomical data to
explore and understand the universe. As of early 2010, the new WWT Ambassadors
Program is recruiting astronomically-literate volunteers, including retired scientists
engineers—all of whom will be trained to be experts in using WWT as a teaching tool.
Ambassadors will give volunteer presentations at public libraries, community centers,
museums, and schools, demonstrating WWT's power to help laypeople visualize and

understand our universe. Friends of John Huchra

have released a new WWT
Tour to honor John and his
Read more work. The Tour primarily
focuses on John's quest to
map the Universe in three
dimensions. You can view

. . the Tour here.
John Huchra's Universe

/ patudom

John Huchra, former president of the American Astronomical Society, passed away on October 8, 2010. Ubcaming

John's colleagues at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, in collaboration with the creators of WorldWide « Cyberlearning Tools for
Telescope at Microsoft Research, have created a new, interactive, WWT Tour to honor John and his career. The Tour STEM Education
primarily focuses on John's quest to map the Universe in three dimensions. It is 12.5 minutes long. Conference

Mar. 8 - Mar. 9
Cambridge Science
Festival

Apr. 30 - May. 10

The Tour is best experienced inside the WorldWide Telescope program itself. (Note: You must have the version of WWT
released on 1/13/2011 to view all of this Tour's content. You can download it from here.) As viewed within the WWT
program, the Tour content is interactive, allowing users to pause and explore the parts of the Universe featured in the tour,
explore web hyperlinks, and more. For those who do not have the desktop client, the Tour has been posted as a video as
well.

Video (Interactive WWT features will be disabled)
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Gains in Student Interest and Understanding
(“Traditional Way” vs “WWT Way™)

Group B (Traditional) Group A (With WWT)
Nbefore=77; Nafte=75 Nbefore=75; Nafier=2"
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Effect Size: Gain (or Loss) in Units of Pre-Test Standard Deviation
(Error bars show * | Standard Error of the Mean)
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Projects

Viz-e-Lab 2
31 floor at 160
Concord

Dataverse
Network

collaborators/contacts at CfA
pimry:Alyssa Goodman Online Astronomy Group, CfA Data Archives: Gus Muench ADS Group:Alberto Accomaxxi
) Telescope Ambassadors: Pat Udomprasert High-Dimensional Data Visualization & Interaction: Michelle Borkin

Library Lab at CfA 1 Christopher Erdmann VAO at CfA: Pepi Fabbiano Social Networks in Sciencet Alberto Pepe

Questions about using the Viz-e-Lab? Contact Sarah Block, 5-7331, sblock@cfa.harvard.edu
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in “Real” Research and Education

Alyssa Goodman, Gus Muench, Alberto Pepe, and Patricia Udomprasert
(Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics)
and Jonathan Fay and Curtis Wong (Microsoft Research)
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