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Astronomy research tools should work
as seamlessly as travel research tools.



Astronomy research tools should work
as seamlessly as travel research tools.

When the concept of a "Virtual Observatory” (VO) was first discussed by future-looking
astronomers in the mid-1990s, all thoughts were about distributed data and a common system to
access it. But, information access on today's web primarily works in the reverse: distributed tools
accessing common data centers. Capability and ease-of-use improvements to the web typically now
come in the form of nesting, aggregating or connecting tools. Think kayak.com, iGoogle, or
Bing Maps. In the "Seamless Astronomy" view to be discussed, today's "VO" should be thought of as the
ever-improving set of data archives, tools, interconnections, and standards that strive to
make astronomical research as "seamless" as travel research. The good news is that the cutting-edge of
the astronomical research environment is moving rapidly in this seamless direction. The most savvy
institutions are beginning to realize that the original VO model of data distributed on thousands of
individual researchers' desktop hard drives is not a sustainable model, and that they need to offer data
hosting, archiving, and stewardship services the way libraries offer such services for printed
matter. Software tools are becoming much more interoperable thanks to protocols for message-
passing such as "SAMP." And, the improved speed of web applications is to some extent removing
platform-dependence as an obstacle to programmers and users alike. The bad news is that

of the tools that this new nirvana offers, and instead still conduct
online research in the same way they did a decade ago. In this talk, | will focus in particular on how our
recent work on connecting Microsoft's WorldWide Telescope program to other commonly-used
astronomical research tools--most notably literature searching tools--has made the astronomical research
environment more seamless. More generally, | will emphasize and demonstrate that an ever=-increasing
diversity of tools allow researchers to carry out a particular research task, so that the important
research for the future lies in figuring out how to make the tools, their interconnections,
and their connections to data and literature resources useful and well-known to the
astronomical community.

(Abstract of the Evermore Seamless Astronomy presentation by A. Goodman at the Microsoft External Research Symposium,April 2010.)
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Star-forming gas in young clusters
Philip C. Myers

Comments: To appear in Astrophysical Journal, May 2010
Subjects: Galaxy Astrophysics (astro-ph.GA)

Initial conditions for star formation in clusters are estimated for protostars whose masses follow the initial mass function (IMF) from 0.05 _
to 10 solar masses. Star-forming infall is assumed equally likely to stop at any moment, due to gas dispersal dominated by stellar esults are
feedback, For spherical infall, the typical initial condensation must have a steep density gradient, as in low-mass cores, surrounded by 2

shallower gradient, as in the clumps around cores. These properties m
mean infall stopping time is 0.05 Myr and the accretion efficiency is 0.
to 0.3 Myr,

~5 solar luminosities, reducing the luminosity problem to a factor

atch observed column densities in cluster-forming regions when the
S. The infall duration increases with final protostar mass, from 0.01
and the mass accretion rate increases from 3 to 300 x 10~(-6) solar masses/yr. The typical spherical accretion luminosity is
~3. The initial condensation density gradient changes from steep to
shallow at radius 0.04 pc, enclosing 0.9 solar masses, with mean column density 2 x 104(22) emA(-2), and with effective central
temperature 16 K. These initial conditions are denser and warmer than those for isolated star formation.
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HH46/47

This image from NASA's Spitzer Space Telescope transforms a dark cloud into a silky translucent veil, revealing the molecular
outflow from an otherwise hidden newborn star. Using near-infrared light, Spitzer pierces through the dark cloud to detect the
embedded outflow in an object called HH 46/47. Herbig-Haro (HH) objects are bright, nebulous regions of gas and dust that are
usually buried within dark clouds. They are formed when supersonic gas ejected from a forming protostar, or embryonic star,
interacts with the surrounding interstellar medium. These young stars are often detected only in the infrared.

The Spitzer image was obtained with the infrared array camera. Emission at 3.6 microns is shown as blue, emission from 4.5
and 5.8 microns has been combined as green, and 8.0 micron emission is depicted as red
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CLUMPFIND segmentation

0

Figure 2 | Comparison of the ‘dendrogram’ and ‘CLUMPFIND’ feature-
identification algorithms as applied to *CO emission from the L1448
region of Perseus. a, 3D visualization of the surfaces indicated by colours in
the dendrogram shown in c. Purple illustrates the smallest scale self-
gravitating structures in the region corresponding to the leaves of the
dendrogram; pink shows the smallest surfaces that contain distinct self-
gravitating leaves within them; and green sponds to the surface in the
data cube containing all the significant emission. Dendrogram branches
corresponding to self-gravitating objects have been highlighted in yellow
over the range of Ty, (main-beam temperature) test-level values for which
the virial parameter is less than 2. The x—y locations of the four ‘self-
gravitating’ leaves labelled with billiard balls are the same as those shown in
Fig. 1. The 3D visualizations show position—position—velocity (p—p—v) space.
RA, right ascension; dec., declination. For comparison with the ability of
dendrograms (c) to track hierarchical structure, d shows a pseudo-
dendrogram of the CLUMPFIND segmentation (b), with the same four
labels used in Fig. 1 and in a. As ‘clumps’ are not allowed to belong to larger
structures, each pseudo-branch in d is simply a series of lines connecting the
maximum emission value in each clump to the threshold value. A very large
number of clumps appears in b because of the sensitivity of CLUMPFIND to
noise and small-scale structure in the data. In the online PDF version, the 3D
cubes (aand b) can be rotated to any orientation, and surfaces can be turned
on and off (interaction requires Adobe Acrobat version 7.0.8 or higher). In
the printed version, the front face of each 3D cube (the ‘home’ view in the
interactiv rsion) corresponds exactly to the patch of i
locity with respect to the Local Standard of Rest inc:
5kms ') to back (8kms ™).

data, CLUMPFIND typically finds features on alimited r
above but close to the physical resolution of the data, and its results can
be overly dependent on input parameters. By tuning CLUMPFIND’s
two free parameters, the same molecular-line data set® can be used to
show either that the frequency distribution of clump mass is the same
the initial m tion of stars or that it follows the much shal-
lower mass function associated with large-scale molecular clouds
(Supplementary Fig. 1).
Four years before the advent of CLUMPFIND, ‘structure trees”
e proposed as a way to characterize clouds” hierarchical structure
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using 2D maps of column density. With this early 2D work as inspi
tion, we have developed a structure-identification algorithm that
abstracts the hierarchical structure of a 3D (p—p-v) data cube into
an easily visualized representation called a ‘dendrogram’'®. Although
well developed in other data-intensive fields'"'?, it is curious that the
application of tree methodologies so far in astrophysics has been rare,
and almost exclusively within the area of galaxy evolution, where
‘merger trees’ are being used with increasing frequency’.

Figure 3 and its legend explain the construction of dendrograms
schematically. The dendrogram quantifies how and where local max-
ima of emission merge with each other, and its implementation
explained in Supplementary Methods. Critically, the dendrogram
determined almost entirely by the data itself, and it has negligible

entation
ble on paper and 2D screens, we ‘flatten’ the dendrograms of 3D
data (see Fig. 3 and its legend), by sorting their ‘branches’ to not
; while
rving all information about connectivity and hierarchy
Numbered ‘billiard ball’ labels in the figures let the reader match
features between a 2D map (Fig. 1), an interactive 3D map (Fig. 2
nline) and a sorted dendrogram (Fig

A dendrogram of a spectral-line data cube allows for the estimation
of key physical propert sociated with volumes bounded by iso-
surfaces, such as radius (R), velocity dispersion (¢,) and luminosity
(L). The volumes can have any shape, and in other

ty is an a
scoLizco, where X 500 = 8.0 X 10%°
e Supplementary Methods and Supplementa
The derived values for size, mass and velocity di
timate the role of self-gravity at each point in the hier:
a calculation of an ‘observed’ virial parameter, tops = 50,>R/ GMiypm.
nciple, extended portions of the tree (Fig. 2, yellow highlighting)
here ops < 2 (where gravitational energy is comparable to or larger
than kinetic energy) correspond to regions of p—p—v space where self-
gravity is significant. As o, only represents the ratio of kinetic e
to gravitational energy at one point in time, and does not explicitly
capture external over-pressure and/or magnetic fields'®, its measured
value should only be used as a guide to the longevity (boundedness) of
any particular feature.

Local max

Test level

Local max

Intensity level

Figure 3 | Schematic illustration of the dendrogram process. Shown is the
construction of a dendrogram from a hypothetical one-dimensional
emission profile (bla he dendrogram (blue) can be constructed by
‘dropping’ a test constant emission level (purple) from above in tiny steps
(exaggerated in size here, light lines) until all the local maxima and mergers
are found, and connected as shown. The intersection of a test level with the
emission is a set of points (for example the light purple dots) in one
dimension, a planar curve in two dimensions, and an isosurface in three
dimensions. The dendrogram of 3D data shown in Fig. 2c is the direct
analogue of the tree shown here, only constructed from ‘isosurface’ rather
than ‘point’ intersections. It has been sorted and flattened for representation
on a flat page, as fully representing dendrograms for 3D data cubes would
require four dimensions.
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researchers who know about these tools?

User Groups
WIKIBOOKS (CfA now has one)

+Suggestions?!



WikiBooks

General Astronomy .
VK1 BOOKS.  From wikivooks, the opencontert 1 WIKIPEDIA o

Aladin is an irteractive soltware sk

Super

10 easily
g a ncher lapes f B . - X "t OUs - . 0 el dala ax

the

arnng
3 materaks a Aladin Sy
1111 Atlasat X
£ 10 S0 C




User Groups
(CfA now has one)

WIKIBOOKS

Jpen books for an open world

Virtual Observatory Software
for Astronomers

le astronomers to
OSpace, query dat Wirasorement Dromser Sy etemce stogrom, (utrwoch méy
- DL ety New! The Alagin manwal IA:-nIKI)i

Aadn is an Interactive woftware stky atlas alowing the ¢
atronomial images, superimpose entries from astronge

‘
| y Created LY, Aadin has Deco™e & widely-uned VO portt

ti-wavelength data. Compliance with ex

1va eanda IR SEgICINeA, § 19V Joder r




How do we increase the number of people who
create and interlink new tools?

Kiva model.; with VAO funding?

\ (

“Associates’’?




How do we organize such diverse tools, so as to
make them interoperably useful?....

“SAMP” is a great technical start, but offers a very significant
user interface challenge.
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Alyssa A. Goodman
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics

with Alberto Accomazzi, Douglas Burke, Gus Muench & Michael Kurtz
(Harvard-Smithsonian CfA); Eli Bressert (U. Exeter); Tim Clark
(Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School); Chris
Borgman (UCLA); Jonathan Fay & Curtis VWong (Microsoft Research)
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Wikipedia

Wikipedia was offline Wednesday afternoon after an overheating problem at the online encyclopedia's
European data center.

Wikipedia's technical blog said the site's servers shut themselves down to avoid damage from the heat.

Administrators tried to shift traffic to a cluster of servers in Florida, but “it turned out that this failover
mechanism was now broken, causing the DNS resolution of Wikimedia sites to stop working globally,”
according to the blog.

“This problem was quickly resolved, but unfortunately it may take up to an hour before access is restored for
everyone, due to caching effects,” the blog said.

Trying to access wikipedia.com and wikipedia.org at about 2:45 p.m. ET produced a navigation error




