WorldWide Telescope Has a New Home:
The AAS

Developed by Microsoft Research,
WWT is now an open-source
"Universe Information System" whose
further development will be led and
supported by the AAS.
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A 5-minute video demonstration of this paper is available at this YouTube link.

1 Preamble

A variety of research on human cognition demonstrates that humans learn and communicate best when more
than one processing system (e.g. visual, auditory, touch) is used. And, related research also shows that, no
matter how technical the material, most humans also retain and process information best when they can put a
narrative “story" to it. So, when considering the future of scholarly communication, we should be careful not to do
blithely away with the linear narrative format that articles and books have followed for centuries: instead, we
should enrich it.

Much more than text is used to commuicate in Science. Figures, which include images, diagrams, graphs,
charts, and more, have enriched scholarly articles since the time of Galileo, and ever-growing volumes of data
underpin most scientific papers. When scientists communicate face-to-face, as in talks or small discussions,
these figures are often the focus of the conversation. In the best discussions, scientists have the ability to
manipulate the figures, and to access underlying data, in real-time, so as to test out various what-if scenarios,
and to explain findings more clearly. This short article explains—and shows with demonstrations—how
scholarly "papers" can morph into long-lasting rich records of scientific discourse, enriched with deep
data and code linkages, interactive figures, audio, video, and commenting.
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Companions for “Nessie” in the Milky Way's
Skeleton

By Susanna Kohler on 7 December 2015 Share: u n m E

More Nessies

Citation

Catherine Zucker et al 2015 ApJ/ 815 23.d0i:10.1088/0004-637X/815/1/23
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WorldWide Telescope

A visualization environment that brings together imagery from the world's best ground- and space-based telescopes.

The known universe. http://www.worldwidetelescope.org/
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WORLDWIDE TELESCOPE HAS BEEN MADE OPEN SOURCE BY

MICROSOFT RESEARCH AND HAS A NEW HOME: AAS!
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Wt'web'c“ent Javi WorldWideTelescope / wwt-web-client ©Watch~ 25 A Star 65 YFork 15

WWT Web Client lets you explore the universe in your browser! o> Code | @ lssues 46 Pull requests @ Wiki Pulse Graphs

Updated 13 days ago Branch: master - wwt-web-client / LICENSE.md Find file Copy path
& Kfogel Clarify open source status. 44dab1f on Jun 11
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The MIT License (MIT)
Updated 17 days ago
Copyright (c) 2015 Microsoft Research
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy of this software and associated documentation
files (the "Software"), to deal in the Software without restriction, including without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify,
merge, publish, distribute, sublicense, and/or sell copies of the Software, and to permit persons to whom the Software is
furnished to do so, subject to the following conditions:

wwt-home
This is the hub for all projects that are a part of WorldWide Telescope.

The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies or substantial portions of the Software.

THE SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT

§] pdated on Oct 15 LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT.
IN NO EVENT SHALL THE AUTHORS OR COPYRIGHT HOLDERS BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER

LIABILITY, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION

gil‘h U b.(om/WorIdWideTeles(ope WITH THE SOFTWARE OR THE USE OR OTHER DEALINGS IN THE SOFTWARE.
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