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General reporters with 
science on their beat. 



“Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose.” 

206th AAS meeting, 2005 

Opening invited talk: 
“Imaging Dark Matter with 
Gravitational Lensing” 

Topical sessions include... 
•  Dust from the Spitzer 
Perspective 
•  Formation and Fate of Stardust 

News briefings include... 
•  Binary pulsar and close binary 
white dwarf as tests of general 
relativity 

26th AAS meeting, 1921 

Hot Topics 
(New York Times, 
Sept. 3-4, 1921): 

•  New size of the universe     (106 
light-years) 

•  Possible existence of “dark  
matter” in space (dust clouds) 

•  Following up the May 1919 
solar eclipse with further tests 
of Einstein’s prediction of 
gravitational deflection of 
starlight by the Sun 



(Photos by Richard Dreiser, © 2001 AAS) 

Science Writers: An Endangered Species 
at U.S. Newspapers, Magazines, TV Networks 





Media Used on a Regular Basis in the U.S. 



News of Interest to the U.S. Public 



Science Literacy in the U.S. 

(Source: Science & Engineering Indicators, 2008) 



Information technology has transformed the way trust and 
knowledge are produced, says anthropologist Sharon 
Kaufman. ''Scientists have to consider their role in this 
changed landscape and how to compete with these other 
sources of knowledge.'' Simply relating the facts of 
science isn't enough. No matter that the overwhelming 
weight of evidence shows that vaccines don't cause 
autism. When scientists find themselves just one more 
voice in a sea of ''opinions'' about a complex scientific 
issue, misinformation takes on a life of its own. 

(Source: Public Library of Science, 2009) 



“Sadly, we live in a postmodern age when it is ‘cool’ to 
be ignorant of science and its method; where truth and 
falsehood are seen as relative values; where profit is 
often valued above responsibility; where the political 
will to address long-term problems is sorely lacking. 
There is a powerful, well-financed, anti-intellectual, 
anti-science movement in this country and around the 
world — a movement that threatens the integrity of the 
progress science has made in our lifetimes.... 

The Challenge 



“The best defense we have against this movement is 
outstanding, effective science education for as large a 
segment of our population as possible.... Given the 
appeal of our science, an active, well supported, and 
highly professional cadre of astronomy intermediaries 
can be one of our country’s most effective weapons in 
this struggle.” 

Andy Fraknoi, ASP 

The Opportunity 





(Source: Cherilynn A. Morrow, 2000) 















SOFIA’s EPO Program: 
Education Partnerships at 41,000 feet 

Objectives: 
–  Support NASA’s goals to inspire the next generation of explorers 
–  Enhance science and technology education in communities across the U.S. 
–  Establish long-term relationships between NASA, educators, and researchers 
–  Contribute to general public understanding of the value of scientific research  



•  SOFIA’s day-to-day operations are like those of a high-flying ground-
based observatory  

•  But, in terms of its scientific promise, SOFIA is more like a space 
observatory — which calls for a substantial Public Affairs (press & media) 
function to inform the public that their investment has paid off 

•  SOFIA is the only major observatory — ground- or space-based — 
designed from the start, both physically and administratively, to foster 
partnerships between educators & scientists in a research environment 

•  SOFIA is uniquely capable of giving members of the public —  
teachers, college faculty, undergraduate students, amateur                    
astronomers — familiarity with the processes of scientific research 

•  SOFIA is capable of delivering unique impact — rivaling the magnitude of 
HST or Mars rovers, but more personal — in communities across the U.S. 

SOFIA: A Unique Astronomy EPO Facility 







www.galileoscope.org 





“Given the appeal of our science, an active, well 
supported, and highly professional cadre of astronomy 
intermediaries can be one of our country’s most 
effective weapons in [the struggle to increase the 
public’s science literacy and support for science].” 

Andy Fraknoi, ASP 

The Opportunity 


