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William Herschel: 

     Probing the 
  depths of space 





Herschel’s Milky Way 
Cross section perpendicular to the plane 



     1786, 1789, 1802  
Herschel catalogued 2500 
       nebulae & clusters. 

With his large telescopes,  
 the closed universe  

 of the fifteenth century 
 had truly given way  

 to the vast structures 
 of outer space.  



Wm Herschel 
Phil Trans  1800 



Wm Herschel 
Experiment 14 



Wm Herschel 
Experiment 16 



Wm Herschel 1800 



Early History of the Infra-red 

Herschel did not use the word “infra-red” 
--- it was first used in Nature in 1881. 
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Gingerich, Latham, Linsky & Kumar 1967 



Betelgeuse 

Princeton Stratoscope 1964 



Carbon, Gingerich, & Latham, 1969 



Carbon, Gingerich, & Latham, 1969 



Princeton Stratoscope 1964 



And finally, 
congratulations to those 

still harvesting the Infra-red!  
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